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ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION SCHEME 

FOR MARITIME INDUSTRY
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A COMPASS TO STEER THE 
MARITIME TRANSITION
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A sector-specific benchmarking tool

A partnership among stakeholders (companies, NGOs, 
governments)

Action plan addressing key environmental issues with 15
performance indicators

Independent verification of results

Public reporting of individual company performance

Aims to foster environmental excellence and support the 
sector’s environmental transition

A VOLUNTARY ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION PROGRAM FOR 
THE EUROPEAN MARITIME INDUSTRY
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WHO ARE WE?
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GREEN MARINE INTERNATIONAL

— New governance structure to oversee Green 
Marine and Green Marine Europe environmental 
certification programs

— Alignment of strategic vision and priorities 

— Same commitment, rigour and transparency

— Enhanced brand recognition and credibility on the 
world stage

— All Green Marine and Green Marine Europe 
participants are now Green Marine International 
members

Green Marine 
International  

Green Marine 
Management 
Corporation

Green Marine 
Management 

Corporation (US)

Green Marine 
Europe
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Maritime industry
(Ship owners, shipyards and Maritime 
associations)

Environmental organizations
(e.g., Green Marine Europe supporters) 

Research
community
(Academic/scientific institutes and 
sector experts)

Governments
(Relevant agencies, departments 
and offices)

A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH
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OUR PROGRAM IN 
PRACTICE
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The program’s broad scope addresses 
environmental issues related to air, water and 
soil quality, as well as advancing social 
engagement through better stakeholder
relations and biodiversity protection. 

The performance indicators forming the basis of 
the Green Marine Europe certification are 
reviewed regularly to ensure that the program 
remains sufficiently ambitious at every level 
beyond regulatory compliance. 

These revisions are only incorporated after being 
analysed by the steering committee and advisory 
committees (which include GME members from 
the scientific, environmental and governmental 
spheres).

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
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MEASURING PERFORMANCE

Participants evaluate their progress yearly on the 1-to-5 scale of each applicable performance 
indicator

1 2 3 4 5
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ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT

Green Marine Europe’s Annual Performance 
Report presents the latest results achieved by 
participants, along with an in-depth analysis of 
year-over-year improvements in their 
environmental sustainability.

To read the 2024 Annual Performance Report and view past reports:

https://greenmarineeurope.org/en/certification/results/

Making Green Marine Europe a European standard 
for maritime transition
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RISING GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP

68 Associations
GM 58  ; GME 10 
Industry Advocacy

222 Participants
GM 185; GME 37

Ship owners, ports, terminals,
shipyards, and the Seaway

125 Partners
GM 116 ; GME 9 
Suppliers of products, equipment, 
technologies and/or services

148 Supporters
GM 122 ; GME 26
Environmental Groups and 
Government Agencies

*Green Marine International Members List as of December 19, 2025 
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COMMUNICATION IS ACTION

We inform, engage, and unite a community driving a more sustainable maritime industry.
Transparency, education, and interaction guide every message we share.

Website
All about certification, news & resources.

LinkedIn

More than 6160 followers — sharing 
progress & fostering engagement.

Newsletter

Almost 700 contacts — insights, 
testimonials & key events.
2025 Highlights
4 newsletters sent in 2025 
(April, June, September and end 
of the year)

Reports & Studies

Turning data into informed action.

Videos (YouTube)

Embodying transition. Showcasing commitments 
& inspiring change.
2025 Highlights
• 3 video interviews released
• 1 collective video before UNOC3 on financing

maritime transition
• 6 upcoming videos – 5 on the Pelagos project + 

1 on Green Shipping Industry Day

Clear communication. Real impact. One engaged community. 

Events & Conferences
Amplifying our voice & strengthening 
connections.
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Why Shipyard matter ?
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GREEN MARINE EUROPE CERTIFIED SHIPYARDS

2023: first year of 
reporting for 
shipyards
During this first year of 
certification, the 
participants took ownership 
of the program and 
acquired a more precise 
vision of the measures to be 
deployed to reduce their 
environmental impact.

A dedicated working group 
to build a common 
framework
This process started in June 2022, 
with a KOM during Euromaritime in 
Marseille. 

9 working sessions to develop the 
new program with nearly 15 
representatives from the 
shipbuilding sector across Europe.

The GICAN, the French Maritime 
Industry Group, played a key role in 
this process.What scope ?

Ship repair and 
construction, ship 
recycling are mainly 
concerned.

CirclesOfLife
GME collaborates with CirclesOfLife to develop and implement innovative methodologies, 
promote the circularity of materials, and improve the environmental performance of the 
shipbuilding process from start to finish.
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An Ecosystemic Approach
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The certification is built on:

• A Global vision of the shipping industry
• Lifecycle-based reasoning, covering design, 

construction, operation, maintenance, retrofit 
and end-of-life

• Multi-actor governance, reflecting the shared 
responsibilities of ports, shipyards, shipowners, 
tenants and operators

• Measurable, verifiable performance indicators, 
supported by independent third-party 
verification

• A continuous improvement model, enabling 
progressive ambition over time

Within this systemic framework, circularity emerges 
as a logical outcome, linking material efficiency, 
waste prevention, reuse, recovery, and lifecycle 
optimization across the maritime value chain.

Integrating Circularity
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How can Green Marine Europe carry on the Circles of Life (COL) 

project?

Green Marine Europe would carry on the COL project by translating its tools, concepts and outcomes into a long-term, 
multi-stakeholder environmental performance framework, enabling circularity to move from a project-based innovation 
to a scalable industry practice.

Ship Lifecycle Passport (SLP) & Ship Circular Materials Passport (SCMP)

Use SCMP & SLP (Ship Circular Material Passport & Ship Lifecycle Passport) as enabling tools to:
→ Support compliance with the Digital Product Passport (DPP) and Ecodesign for Sustainable Products
Regulation (ESPR).
→ Support lifecycle-based decision-making
→ Strengthen circularity metrics beyond design phase

Promte SEPI tool

→Integrate SEPI as a reference or advanced criterion for shipyards within GME program 
→Disseminate COL outcomes across the industry
→Circularity becomes measurable, auditable and comparable, aligned with EU policy trajectories
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Green Marine Europe is a partner of CirclesOfLife and co-author of the project’s 
White Paper, contributing its expertise on environmental performance indicators 
and maritime sustainability assessment.

Read the full CirclesOfLife White Paper

CirclesOfLife, of which Green Marine Europe is a member, drives Europe’s transition toward a 

transparent, circular, and competitive shipbuilding industry.

Copyright Sam Glazier
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STAY IN TOUCH!

@green-marine-europe

Website
greenmarineeurope.org 

Green Marine Europe

Subscribe HERE!


